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SCC keeps power in hands of three 



Maxk, Fn.zd and Rod, 1981-82 

Maxk Bexch, Fxzd Vavis and Rod Walkzn. have. made, many positive. contributions to 
the. postal diplomacy hobby &on. many yzans. Mark has publishzd diplomacy Digest fion. 
a vexy long timz and wonkzd vzxy hand on VipCon XI/, including developing a scoring 
Ay-item, wxtting the. contract wiXh the. host convention and publishing a nzwslzttzn, 
and souvinezx booklet. Fnzd has wonkzd hand to GM variants timzly, fairly and respon- 
sibility in his postal Vipzinz, and has made many suggestions to corxzet what he sees 
as problems in Vipdom. Rod has published several issues o£ diplomacy World {a labor 
ol, but also a job {ull o{, unwzlcomz dxudgzxy, I'm surz) , walking hard to solicit 
contAibutlons firom a wide, rangz o^ hobbyists {including me.) . 

But Mark, Frzd and Rod have a dank side.. 

I'll try to give it to you straight. 

This dark side was rzvzalzd to me when I bzcamz a 
member ofa the. 1983-84 Vipcon fiiministnativz 
Committee, and the. wonking papers o^ the previous 
committees wzxz iorwandzd to me ion. nzvizw. Fon 
se.ven.al yzans the. committzz papexs have bzzn 
przszrvzd to provide, some, guidance to latex 
committzzs. Mark Bzrch himself wrotz that he. 
wishzd to providz a wxitten rzcord ojj what he 
was doing so that latex committees had a guide.. 

What J rzad in the 1981-82 committzz papzrs shocked me.. 

The elzctzd membexs o£ the. committee wexe Hexb Barznts, Mark Bench and Frzd Davis. 
Howzvzr, almost all the comes pondencz is £n,om Bzrch, Vavis and Walkzr. Although 
une.le.cted, Rod was privy to zvexy aspzet o{, the committzz's dzlibexations and made 
detailed suggestions on how to xun thz VipCon society mzzting {actually, to usz his 
word, how to "stagz-managz" thz mzzting). Thexz was a discussion about formally 
admitting Rod as an "ex oi^icio" membex o£ thz committzz but ultimately it was agreed 
that this might not bz acczptablz to outsidzxs. Therefore, not only would Rod not bz 
adoptzd as a membex, but couxtesy copies o^ Izttzxs to him would bz "blind copizs," 
i.e., a "c.c." notation would bz included on thz Izttex listing rzcipiznts but Rod's 
namz would bz dzlibzxatzly omittzd, in ordzr to conczal his paxticipation. Rod was, 
in iact, vexy activz, zspzcially in rzgard to managing thz mzzting. And vzry closz 
management indzzd was dzzmzd to bz rzquixzd. 
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DEMYSTIFYING 
THE SCC 

Everything you ever wanted to 
know about the most powerful 
regulatory agency in the state, 
and the three men who control it. 



Mo*.e on the South Coast clique. 

Uafik, Ffied and Rod had ven.y stfiong opinions about how the. Vipcon money was to be divided, 
what amendments should be added to the constitution, when.e the. next Vipcons weAe to be. 
held and who would hit on the. next committee. It appeans they viewed the. VipCon 
Society not as a body that should make, decisions but mefiely as a pote.ntl.al obstacle 
to the. efofoectuation ofo the/Jt plan*. 

Mafik insisted that thexe. be no discussion at the. me.eM.na, ofo how the. founds wene to be 
distributed. Yet, a way was foound to founnel money to Rod. In Rod's wofids... 

It had not occuAfied to me, until I read Ffied's letter that Ponte.ve.dAia it> 
in foact a Hobby service. Please, be. advised, therefoore, that I will request 
the. VipCon Committee consider granting founds foor Pont. This constitutes 
an "ofofoicial" request. 

{The. following year no Vipcon founds were allocated to Rod's Pontevedria and-he 
protested loudly. In one. yea.fi public founding ofo Ponte.ve.dAia had gone, forom an innova- 
tion to an irrevocable flight!) 

The. committee.' A ame.ndme.nti, were to be. given every pro cedural advantage, and those 
ofo others were to be discouraged. 

Fred: A good ploy would be to fiequifie that all amendments be submitted 
14 day* in advance. 

Mark: Ves, "14 dayt> pfiiofi" bounds flight. 

Thene was much discussion ofo who should serve on the next committee. It was suggested 
that fred and/on. Mark fiun foofi fie- election even though they did not wish to serve 
another term. The idea was foofi them to fiesign later and appoint- their own successor, 
so as to ensufie that the Society did not elect the "wfiong" persons'. 

Rod: But that's the way to go ifo Mark doesn't fieally want to sefive. . . 
get the committee fie-elected and then, laten., fieplace Mark. 
T-fied: PeAhaps we could get some successons lined up in advance. 

Eventually it was decided that too high a pfiofoile might be too fiisky. 

Mark: How do you think it will look ifo Hefib gets up and sez, in efofoect, 

"J was elected in 19 SO, then in 19 SI we all fie- elected ourselves, then in 

19S2 we' fie amending the constitution so that I don't fiun again in 19S2 eithefi." 

They'd have to go outside "the foamily." 

Mark: I'd fiathen have Kathy Byrne on. John Coauso as Mew Yorkers. 

Still, this was difofoicult foon. one committee member to accept. 

Fred: As you know, I only halfo foacetiously suggested that the Hew York 
metio afiea be made a sepaAate Hobby fiegion. 

Mark, Fred and Rod were also ven.y interested in the sites ofo foutixre VipCons. The 
west coast was not foavofied by ffied on. Rod since "if s the kiss ofo death" and "no 
one but Califoornians shows up." Mew York was also out 

Fred: I agfiee, we should tfiy to "pack the house" with delegates who will 
support VetAoit in 'S3 and Chicago in 'S4, to make Sun.e the con doesn't 



go to New Voftk either ofa those yeans. 



Ofa course, there was a small difafaiculty with directing fauture VipCons to <xcce.pta.blz 
sites. 

Mark: The problem here, as I Ate. it, is that the. constitution makes it 
very difafaicult to not go to the. west coast in 1984. 

But resourcefaul Fred came, up with a solution. .. 

Fred: I'd suggest that we promote. Vetxoit faor the. 1983 VipCon and Chicago 
faor 1984. Ifa we can amend the. VipCon Charter, we can approve both ofa these 
bids at the. same. time.. 

Throughout the. letters, concexn is continually expressed about the. messiness oft 
the. democratic process... 

Rod: I do want to reiterate faor the. umpteenth time, my suggestion that the. 
VipCon Society meeting needs good faloor management. 

. . .and how to get around it. . . 

Rod: Please arrange to recognize me. faixst on the. falcon.. .. Afa you can 
arrange faor some, person other than myselfa to be. reognlzed faixst and to 
make, that motion, so much the. better. . . . We should have a couple, ofa allies, 
aside, farom myselfa, on the faloor. This will have, to be. well stage.- managed. . . . 
We can have some prearranged pexson faor Herb to recognize, to make that motion. . . . 
As parliamentarian J will advise you that he is out ofa order, ofa course. 
Mark: We will, also need a summary cum so fat sell to go along with it. 

.. .without looking too bad-- 

Rod: ...having us on opposite sides ofa something might not be a bad idea 
in terms ofa public relations .. .since we faour are going to be seen working 
in tandem and/ or agreement a lot ofa the time. 

Sadly, they were not above "playing hardball" with individuals who were particularly 
troublesome. 

Fred: There is a postal player in Texas (not a publisher) who is preparing 
a dossier on Sacks, so I sent him copies ofa some ofa this material. This 
person, whom I'm not at liberty to name, expects to start publishing his 
own zine in, perhaps, six months, and one ofa his faeatares will be an expose 
on Sacks. I fa you have any particularly juicy items [his, plus your replies) 
that you'd like included in this expose, ifa you'll send me material, I can 
photocopy it here faree, send the copies to him, and retvxn the originals to 
you, ifa you're interested. 

There can be little doubt about what went on here. These men knew what they wanted 
and they intended to get it. Ifa the VipCon society meeting sttod in the way, it 
could be stage-managed. Ifa the constitution stood in the way, it could be amended. 
Ifa an individual stood in the way, he could be smeared. Fortunately, even with these 
elaborate plans, they did not achieve all their goals. 

This is old news to the people who have read the VipCon papers farom 81-82. Why bring 
it up now, two years later? Because Mark, Fred and Rod continue to take active parts 



in thz affairs of Vipdom and you have, a night to know wke.th.ZA you. can trust them. 
Rod, in fact, was zlzctzd to the. 84-85 commlttzz [this time, by ballot). Hark has 
much to say about alleged indiscretions by the. fonmzn Boandman Mwnbzn Custodian. 
And Fnzd hoi nzpnoposzd hit, schzmz fon permitting postal ballot* at the VlpCon 
Socizty mzztlng, stating that he. will wonk closely with the. commlttzz [hopefully not 
In an ex. o fficio capacity I) iKonlcally, Fnzd rzspondzd In Bushwackzr to changes 
of toalyism by assenting that he MS his own man and that "Whzn be.tte.ti plots arz 
hatchzd, Fnzd Vavis will be. In thznz helping to hatch them!" I suspzct this statzmznt 
was meant "only half facztiously ." It give* one. pausz to wondzn what plots Fnzd 
Is hatching currzntly and how the. postal balloting will be. uszd to facilitate, 
thosz plots. Thli> pnoposal wot, votzd down at this yzar' s Vlpcon Socizty meeting 
[pznhaps thznz was inade.qu.ate. stagz management 0 .) and lt> viewed by home, at, a play by 
certain publishers to zstabllsh a mzchanlsm allowing them to zxznt undue. Influzncz 
on the. voting. How much zasizn it will be. to "pack" a mzztlng by mail! Vou don't 
zvzn need floon allies-- ok. any warm bodies at all. In Heading ove.fi the. back Issues 
of John Michalskl' s The. Bnutus Bullztin I won In the. WO auction, I came. across a 
fascinating tidbit. In the. mid- July , 1 980 tksuz, Bill Becfee-t wnitzs In hi* VlpCon 
nzvizw: "Hzrb BaAznts was zlzctzd chalnman of somzthlng on. othzr but I didn't gzt 
that all straight as I had luckzd Into a conversation with Allan CalhameA. Hzrb is 
quite, capable. I'm surz, but thzrz wat> one. disturbing thing I rzcall and that was a 
commznt I ovznhzand Fnzd Vavis make, that Hznb would be. the. nzxt chairman, as If It 
wznz de.ci.dtd long bzfonz the, vote, . SCAMVALOUS ! I don't know, maybe. It' s nothing." 
Thzn again, maybe, the. 81-82 papzrs arz only the, tip of an lce.be.lg. 

As for me, I have, no Intzntion of eveA buying a uszd can. from the. South Coast Clique.. 
Much Izss voting them into a position of trust. 



HOBBYSL UR 

This may well be. the. last instalmznt of this bznigktzd column. It szems that 
oua parznt, Brucz Linszy's zffort of the, samz name, in Voice, of doom may be dis continued- - 
along with the. nzst o-f the, appropriately initlalzd VV. It may be too soon to tell if 
this ii a simple, hoax-- pattznnzd afteA the. Polltzssz hoax which Bnucz so gnzatly admlnzd. 
So please, do not bzgln youA celeb nations just yzt. If it is indzzd tnuz, we. may owz 
oua thanks to Bill Highfizld. Could it be that the, stxinm of cniticism that followzd 
Bnucz's tonpzdolng of the zx-naval Highfizld ltd to Bnucz's zxit fnom thz nanks of 
thz Hobby's scandal mongzneAS? Too soon to tell. One thing is fon czntain: Bnucz's 
nominally last issuz was accomplishzd in thz usual Bnuxlan stylz-- obzsz and tastzlzss . 
To suppont his assumption that Polltzssz foldzd, Bnucz szlzctivzly quotzs fnom thz 
"last" issuz, convznizntly omitting mzntion of thz szctions calling fon anticlzs fon 
thz next issuz. Uzrrry clzvzn, Bnuciz! And hz dzmollshzs my cniticism of Fnzd Vavis' 
nacial analysis of vznznzal disease In Month Dakota by citing none othzn than Stzvz 
"Woody" Annawoodian . It szems that Woody used thz zpithzt "nlggzn" In a Izttzn to 
Bxucz and I must condzmn Annawoodian if I am to condzmn Vavis. Fain znough-- consldzn 
youASzlf condzmnzd, Woody. May I say, howzvzn, that I find Woody' s obscznlty nathzn 
less dangznous than Fnzd' s attzmpt to pznsuadz thnough pszudo-sclzhcz. Woody may be no 
less offznsivz [zvzn his fniznds admit that!) but a littiz leannlng In thz hands of a 
dzmagogue llkz Fnzd. . .While Woody may lack thz initlativz to allow himszlf to be nouszd 
to join thz lynch mob, Fnzd would be homz wnitlng thz tnacts that inspinzd thz Izadzns. 
(Urn, bzfonz Monk wnitzs to ask which tracts Fnzd wnotz whznz and whzn, and which 
lynch mobs thzy inspinzd on what datzs and how can wz look into thz minds of thz Izadzns 
and know what Inspinzd thzm, I will confzss to a touch of hypznbolz hznz. ) Bnucz also 
takzs mz to task fon nzading "both my mind and Bill's In onz szntzncz." Mot so, B, 
just taking a simplz Infznzncz baszd on thz facts. VotS It make sznsz to acczpt B' s 
zxplanation that to pnotzct himszlf fnom a mundznous lunatic he had to do thz onz thing 
sunz to pnovokz thz man to mundzn? 



MEGADIP NOVICE PACKAGE , Part Three 
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The Past Repeats 

Over the past 20 years, Dipdom has experienced repeated cycles of 
change. Dipdom fluctuates over time between periods of elite guidance and 
brutal anarchy. The renouned theorist, Professor Robert "Dr. Bob" Olsen of 
the Kansas Geo-sociology Board, provides us in the following two pages with 
a cogent analysis of the methods of elite guidance, drawn from the chapter 
"How the Junta Rules" from the 1982 edition of his text on the structures and 
fault lines of the postal Diplomacy hobby, What's All This About Squashed Bugs? 
In this cover article, I would like to discuss the context of Dr. Bob's 
comments . 

Sometimes the transition between Juntas contains a long period of 
anarchy, such as the several years that transpired between the passing of the 
Walker-von Metzke Junta of the late 70' s and the rise of the Berch-Linsey 
Junta of recent times. During these periods of anarchy, the diplomatic 
rabble rears its ugly head and propogates the radical and disruptive notions 
of "democracy" and "player's rights." At other times, however, the passage 
from one regime to another comes in the form of a coup, leaving no period of 
anarchaic transition. This was clearly the case when the IDA Junta of 
Buchanan-Walker overthrew the TDA Junta of Beshra-Boardman in the mid 70* s. 

Lacking a coup, a Junta can either disintegrate from internal dissen- 
tion, or can be overthrown by revolutionary foment. The longest periods of 
anarchy come from the former, because in the latter revolutionary leaders 
often lead Dipdom into a new period of Junta-rule almost as quickly as do 
leaders of a palace coup. Dipdom today is somewhere between a pre-revolution- 
ary and post-revolutionary situation. 

The current situation, while clearly in the revolutionary paradigm, is 
still unsettled. Surprisingly, the revolutionary forces are being led by 
the powerful Kathy Byrne who, while possessing one of the strongest follow- 
ings in the history of Dipdom, has never before shown any interest in using 
that power against the hobby's ruling forces. Ironically, Kathy's personal 
friendship with similar powerful but reticent figures — formost among them 
the legendary Steve "Woody" Arnawoodian — led the Junta to launch a self- 
destructive pre-emptive strike against what they saw as a gathering 
revolutionary power center, thus themselves creating and radicalizing just 
such a power center. 

The exact outcome of the ongoing upheavals is difficult to predict. 
Should the Junta be overthrown, will Kathy establish a new ruling elite, or 
will she return to her old power base in the mysterious Existential 
Crepuscular Cognoscenti, leaving Dipdom in anarchaic disarray? But looking 
back at the beginnings and progress so far of the current cycle of change, 
there are a number of lessens to be learned. One should act cautiously in 
establishing initial alliances in the postal Diplomacy hobby, and one should 
not support blindly the actions of the current powers that be, for the 
mandate of heaven can change. One must always remain sensitive to the 
rhythm of the dialectic of Dipdom. But given the uncertainties of today, it 
is worthwhile turning back the clock just a bit to learn more about effective 
elite rule. In the article that follows, Dr. Bob will make everything 
perfectly clear. 



MEGAD I F> 1 O 1 : 
HOW THE JUNTA RULES 

by Bob Olsen 



An essential feature of the Megad i p 1 omat i c art, as it relates 
to perpetuating the rule of the Dip world's junta, is the question of 
security. Sadly, the fuzzy-minded, bleeding-heart laws of this great 
land of ours preclude the firm measures (breaking down of doors late 
at night by steely-visaged goons, mysterious disappearances of 
troublemaking 'dissidents', fires of unknown origin shutting down 
zines printing embarrassing or inconvenient items) that would 
otherwise be most effective. Therefore, our betters have devised a 
series of security measures, obstructionist tactics, and fallback 
positions of such Byzantine complexity that even most FENSA members 
can only gasp in slack-jawed amazement. It is my intent here to 
explain how the system operates. 

Let's say, just hypothet i cal ly , that a certain hobby ist--let ' s 
call him Joseph K.--has made critical comments about a member of the 
Junta. Farfetched, I know. At this point emergency calls would go 
out and the midnight oil would burn most brightly in the homes of A, 
the Junta's "Enforcer", and B, the Junta's "Mouthpiece". 
Coincidental ly , no doubt, the hapless Joseph K. would start to be 
deluged by nasty letters from Junta member A, while at the same time 
B might begin to bombard him with mock-analytical, self- 
contradictory, idiotic gibberish. All of these letters--an 
irrational or hysterical person might term them "hate mail"--would 
of course be explicitly labelled "Of f-the-Record" . 

K. , being a troublemaker as well as a malcontent, now makes the 
mistake of mentioning this illuminating correspondence to some other 
thorn-among-the-f lowers . Joseph K. is finished! The Junta strikes! 
For not only were the attacks Of f-the-Record , but word of the very 
existence of this material was also Of f-the-Record , and the very act 
of mentioning the existence of the letters was a violation of their 
secrecy! K. is finished, ruined. Ignominiously he drops out of 
Dipdom, never to return. But the work of our leaders is never done, 
and more yet remains. K. has revealed the existence of the security 
system, and not only must he be run out of Dipdom, but his grave 
must be (figuratively, no doubt) spat upon. Therefore the Enforcer 
continues to refer disparagingly to K. for years afterward, 
attempting, if opportunity offers, to interfere with his livelihood 
or personal life by any means necessary (Hell hath no fury like a 
Junta scorned!). Meanwhile the Mouthpiece, in his role as self- 
appointed Historian of the hobby, publishes an objective account of 
the dispute, emphasizing that Joseph K. was worthless scum. 

Occasionally this efficient arrangement can go wrong: K. fails 
to allow himself to be driven out, or he's got too many friends who 
stick by him, or the charges against him are so idiotic and 
preposterous that only Junta members (who will believe anything if 
another Junta member tells it to them) will believe them? A 
backlash develops. The self-styled hobby elite is in trouble. What 
then? 

Because these are the very best people Dipdom has to offer (as 
each has told the others so many times) , contingency plans for even 
this emergency have been made. Depending as they do on the apathy 



and credulity of Dippers everywhere, these plans have never yet been 
known to fail. They consist of a series of fallback positions, 
obscurantist tactics, and verbal obfuscations so daunting in their 
labyrinthine complexity as to thwart the intellect of an Einstein. 

Let's say, for example, that certain embarrassing letters 
penned by the Enforcer and the Mouthpiece come to light. A series 
of barriers are then erected, much as some years ago the French 
police placed barricades around the Bastille. In order, these 
fallback positions are: 

1. The letters never existed. 

2. OK, so they do exist, but they don't say what K. says they 
say . 

3. OK, so they do say that, but they don't mean it. 

4. OK, so they do mean that, but Joseph K. has violated the 

confidentiality of private correspondence. Boy, we're 
really bummed about it too. 

5. This is a private matter between Joseph K. and the Enforcer 

and it's nobody's business but theirs, so let the Enforcer 
deal with him as he sees fit. 

6. The Junta's actions were Justified by the situation; none 

of your business what it was. 

7. You can't know what Junta members A and B were thinking; 

you're not a mind reader. Just because a campaign of six 
months' duration came to a completely predictable 
conclusion doesn't mean we intended it that way. 

8. A and B were speaking hypothetical ly/rhetorical ly/theoret- 

ical ly/probabi 1 istical ly when they blasted K. 

9. You can't know what Junta member. A/B was thinking; you're 

not a mind reader. Just because we did the same thing to 
Robert A. and John M. doesn't mean we intended it that 
way . 

10. Junta spear-carrier Z agrees with A. 

1 1 . Joseph K. must have some sort of mental problem to contra- 

dict the Enforcer. 

12. No matter how many witnesses there are to the contrary, 
the word of any Junta member is to be believed implicitly. 
Have we ever lied to you? 

13. The letters never existed. 

14. It's all Kathy Byrne's fault. 

Thus we see that while the practice of hiding behind Off-the- 
Record labels is the wellspring of Junta power, the obscurantism of 
the security system is the glue that keeps the organization strong. 
Until troublemaking aggregations like "Solidarity" realize this 
central fact and either bow down to their masters, or change morally 
to the point where they feel free to adopt similar methods (a 
possibility explored by the rock group "Devo" in their documentary 
"The Truth About De-Evolution") only one group, the Junta, can claim 
the honor of being known as the Megadippers Supreme, and the right 
to destroy anyone who gets in their way. 



Non-Nol -for- F> xr i n t ! ! ! 

Dear FeuEd, 9/1 1/84 

The first issue of Feudesse was outstanding, nearly without flaw 
except for Rod Walker's letter, which was a mere rehash of what he 
wrote to No Fixed Address . Fortunately you managed to liven it up a 
bit. . . 

Before your term "DipConGate" becomes adopted as standard, I 
would like to promote my own expression. I think the so-called 
"Dipcon letters" should be referred to as the "Hexagon Papers"--in my 
opinion the best triple-entendre of my career, connoting as it does 
in dreaded enumeration the following: 

1 . Hexagon boar d-wargam ing 

2. Our ruling junta, the In Six 

3. The historic Pentagon Papers case. 

The latter strikes me as much more relevant to the present issue 
than Watergate; after all, there was no break-in, even by the 
notorious Robert Sacks, who was foiled by the ceaseless vigilance and 
immovable rigor of the Committee. 

Actually, I'm not sure what you mean by "wrong- doing" in this 
connection. Aside from a concerted assault on the bounds of good 
taste, I don't see that the Committee did anything "wrong". It would 
indeed seem that they spent an inordinate amount of time planning how 
to get themselves re-elected, and how to stymie Robert Sacks (a 
somewhat similar personality, but as far as I know incapable of the 
sort of Byzantine conniving we see here) , and in general how to get 
the most out of the power-drug. The lesson of the Hexagon Papers is 
the same as that of their pentagonal forbears; what really happens in 
the corridors of power? What do our 'leaders' really think of us? 

Doesn't it seem odd that over two years after that particular 
Committee discharged what were supposed to be its real duties, there 
are still matters in its working papers some people consider 
embarrassing? This'whole notion that people who supposedly took the 
job as representatives of the great mass of Dippers somehow 
constitute an elite with secrets to be kept from the Great Unwashed 
strikes me as strange. There are no North Vietnamese, no Soviets 
here. This whole of f-the-record dodge has been abused by certain 
people to an incredible degree. The Hexagon Papers give a clear 
impression of afflkfltfBiafcOTg^ some people who were having just a dandy 
old time playing Machiavellian megadip behind the scenes, never 
dreaming that their ruminations about who had to be corraled or given 
enough rope, or who was hysterical or irrational, would someday face 
candid evaluation. 

Maybe some of our present problems have their roots here. Since 
Hexagon times, various of the principals have gone on to wield power-- 
of a highly negative sort — in deciding who shall — or more spefcifcially 
shall not--be Boardman Number Custodian, and whether House of Lords 
has an "acceptable" subber policy. And yet, and yet, Committee 
members in other years have avoided this sort of hubris. I wonder 
why . 

By the way, does the 1984 Committee have any secret papers we 
should know about? 



In po 1 i feudesse , 
Bob Olsen 



Dear : 



10 Sept Qk 



I have tried, rather dilligently I thought, to mend 
fences. Apparently you would prefer to feud. That's 

really too bad, since you seem otherwise like a nice sort, vie could have 
had rather an interesting friendship intra-hobby, assuming that we might 
share other interests as well. Too bad we never got to explore those. It 
appears that a nasty feud is what you want, infctead. You may be raMier 
disappointed in my response. 

"I appreciate your decision to stop hitting Kathy". How you got the 
notion that I was hitting her is beyond me. I have had one disagreement 
with Kathy over something she did as BNC, and it was of rather a minor sort. 
She thought it was matfor, and unfortunately I engaged in some ill-tempered 
rhetoric over it which she has my apology for. However, it was so nice (and 
convenient) of you to ignore totally the numerous times I have defended and 
backed Kathy, particularly in VOICE OF DOOM, but also in MURD'EING MINIST^PS 
Negative details seem to appeal to you, don't they? Sorry you can't Pick up 
on the positive ones with equal facility. I could never bring myself" to hat 
people quite so easily and with quite so much relish as you seem to do. 

Your letter mentions Linsey and other topics. I really regret that I 
cannot discuss these matters with you. I would very much like to be forth- 
right and candid with you, but you seem incapable of respecting the confi- 
dential nature of confidential communications. I therefore cannot ever dis- 
cuss third parties with you if it involves information which should not be 
spread all over the hobby. 

I wish to refer the matter of my NFP letter and of my right of reply 
in POLITESSi to an ombudsman. The best procedure is for you to suggest a 
reasonable number of names (say, 3-6) of individuals who would be acceptable 
in that role. If any one of them is also acceptable to me, then we have a 
mutually agreeable choice and we can go from there. John Caruso maintains a 
list of people who are willing to serve in that capacity in case you can't 
think of any names off-hand. 

(It is, by the way, a long-established principle of copyright law that 
a manuscript letter belongs to the sender and to his estate*. That is why, 
for instance, a considerable body of Tolkien letters in this country have 
naver seen print; the estate won't agree to it.it True, the physical letter 
is one question, but the contents of the letter remain the property of the 
sender, and you have already violated my rights by unauthorized Quotation 
from that latter. Hence my demand that it be returned.) 

Please send the initial list of your choices for ombudsman at your 
earliest convenience. I hope we will need to go through only one list, and 
it might be helpful if you avoid naming people you know I won't find accep- 
table. This seems to be the only way to resolve fairly a dispute on which 
we are not going to agree. I feel confident that you will pursue your feud 
with me by whatever other fair or faul means may be put at your disposal. I 
don't feel I &&& deserve the sort of persecution you seem determined to in- 
flict, but it seems obvious that people with any brains or powers of discern- 
ment will instantly* fcee the inherent pettiness of what you'' are doing. • 
Too bad you can't see it. 

/i- j t /-/ - SincerelvO 

ltd: I du.d not pnA.nt youK WFP letteK. I meKely iaid / J A 

that you. had threatened me and called me a "backitabblng f / () 

IngKate." It' 6 beyond me horn you. can cat,t -iuch IniuZti, and 1/ yflnx 
then absent youx "nlghti" t>o piously. Vou txy to hide behind $f~^" \. 
the WFP label. On Kathy, you had mitten In WSWG that t,he did not have the Intelligence 
to undenAtand the P8EM l&Aue. hi, I WKote, I am glad you. decided to Atop vonltlng Auch 
thing* about hen.. What li thli> ombudsman 6uppo6ed to decide? Who ka-6 been nxi,tlen.1 
And what sanction* mould he Impose? Ihli, lt> not a Vlp game when.e the choice li "a" 
on "fa." --But &Kom Keadlng the VlpCon papeKi, J A the -anpKe^lon that you "play" li^e 
juAt like Dip. ) get 



Dear > d D'rcbsl, 



FOR PRINT 



t^x 10-3-81; 



I was somewhat diaaooointed b • the September ^eudesse . 
Ken peel's esray was marvelous, very witty and vastly entertaining. 

T 'hen I turn, however, to your comments ^bout me, 'i see 
unsubstantiated allegations, vague charges, and innuendo. 

For example, you say, "it is convtenient for WsvY °nd ^od 
to st«nd up for freedom of the press when it serves their interests but to 
assert a right to privacy when they wish to conceal a consoiracy or a piece 
of vicious hate mail.'* Vhat vicious hate mail? Please s ubsta rt£te this. 
Vhat am I alleged to have done here? "as this a piece of vicious hate mail 
that I woote, and if so, when and to w^om? Pnd if it was written by someone 
else, who wrote it to whom and when, and when did I try to sasHEKixxtfe conceal 
it? 

»_ Similarly, you# write, "For example, '-ark x&KHix&y regularly 

reprinls other people's material laxsdtajt in diplomacy Digest without asking for 
permission, alt ho several people have recently protested that the-' do not 
wish to be associated with his zinc." Vhat have people protested] "AltW what? 
Get specific here. There have been a ttny handful of people who have told me 
that they do not want their material reprinted in Diplomacy -igest . I have' 
never reorinted of their material. I will in fact go further than -Vt. 

In the 7+ years th?t I have been running Diplomacy ^igest , T have reprinted 
hundreds of items. NOT ONCE has any writer ever objected t 0 the fact that I 
had *rjg*fr*drfc reprintdd his material. And by objected, T mean eithe- someone 
who told me in advance that he didn't want his material r orinted, and then I 
reprinted it anywav, or someone whose material was reorinted, and then they 
wrote me later ,'' ntWtestine the f act that I had reprinted what they wro^e, "his 
has NEVER hapoened. ?,o what, specifically, IS this all p'oout/ '-ho specifically 
has been harmed or has protested my reprinting of their material / "on t be 
vague, be soecific. 

And then there is that wonderful word you floated out in 
responding £o my letter: "Wrong-doing" Ah, yes, "hat a delicious piece of 
innuendo/ Tt sounds so terrible, and yet, its ' impossible to resoond to, because 
there is no' specific allegation here to r fute. m he same goes for -^ur word 
" conspiracy" . 

I will tell you, I have a ver-' low opinion of the nr^ntice of 
« U Pt hurling forth accusations and innuendo, without any specifics. T realise 
that this is just the first issue of veudease , but 7 hope that this des not 
become a r r-ular feature at the zinc. 



[Ed. : I hope, this, lt,t>ue meeti youn. fizquAA.mz.Yvti) {on. i>pecl{lclty . 
It <t>eemi> that you. want It both way*, though. La*t liiue you. 
Mught to conceal the. *pecl{lc6 by attempting to quaih dl6cu&i,lon 
o{ youn. pon.tA.on o{ the VlpCon papeAi. But that' 6 exactly wheAe 
the Apeclfclci an.e 6et {on.th. The hate mall wcu> Rod'* contAA.butA.on, not youAA. Ven.ha.pt, 
the mud " contpln.acy" lt_ too ttAong a chan.acteAlzati.on {on. a co-oKdlnated e{{on.t by 
teven.al men to dictate theln. whim*, to the "Ignonant mat,t>et>." k{ten. alt, who tayt thete 
declilont, should not be made by Man.k Bench, Fn.ed Davit, and Rod WalkeA? That natty cxack. 
about nepnlnt pn.otettatlont Keienxed to quote* by Bynne, Caxuto and Sack* you took {nom 
Houte o{ Lon.dt. It wat gn.atu.ltou* and I o{{en. my apologies. I had hoped to & a licit 
home explanation o{ the Vlpcon papenA {n.om you, fn.ed and Rod be{on.e I pnlnted the 
an.ti.cle beginning on the {n.ont page o{ thli> Ittue. Uow that many o{ the *pecl{ict> 
an.e out, I ttill hope each o{ you will explain. Vlpdom deteAve* at leatt that much. ) 




Fred C. Davis, Jr. 

1427 CLAIRIDGE ROAD 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21207 



September 17, 1984 



Ed: 



You sure know how to hurt people. You apparently don't understand 
that for most people, Postal Diplomacy is supposed to be a fun hobby, 
not a crusade to force everyone to meet a certain pre-ordained moral 
standard. If you don't like the idea of a fun hobby, perhaps you are 
in the wrong hobby. D)f> 1**^7 ?$ j^i a %^-*^( 

Thank God this game is over, with the 5-way draw approved. Your 
protest is printed on Pg. 2. 

I do not intend to respond further to your scandal sheet. I do not 
recall that the Postal hobby has appointed you to be judge and jury 
for any investigation into the conitrci of the 1982 DipCon. 

Needless to say, you are not welcome to be a player in any future 
games here in BUSHWACKr,R. 



Perhaps someday, when you are alone with your conscience 
in the d^rk of the night, you will suddenly r clize how 
many people you have hurt with your insensate needling 
and character assassinations in FilUD^SSJ anal elsewhere. 

(E£>. ; I would fieel bad that I had hurt you ifa I did not recall how glibly 
you labeled an. entire race profligate, how gleefully you volunteered to 
help create a "dossier" on someone you did not like and how disdainfully 
you planned to bind the. VipCon constitution and the Society to your wWL. 
Uy conscience is clean. How could yours be the same? 

I suppose you had a great deal of "fun" doing these things and it's rude 
o & me to be a wet blanket about it and spoil your fun hobby. Apparently 
it's all a game to you. 

Mo one has appointed me judge and jury and I have not acted as such. I 
am just another dreg- of- the- earth who takes offense at youn. elitism. 
I believe that the power, to make decisions such as where the next VipCons 
will be held should not be concentrated in a small committee of 3 {especially 
so if one of them isn't even elected), your actions on the committee show 
that you believe otherwise. How you are re- proposing a scheme to permit 
voting by mail at the society meeting. Vou ridiculed the Dallas meeting 
in Bushwacker because it was not large enough to be "democratic" in your 
view. It did include more than three voters, however. Excuse me, but I just 
cannot reconcile your new-found devotion to democracy with your track record. 
Am I missing something 1 ?) 




'£d Wrobel 
Politesse editor 

Dear Editor: 

I have a bit of shocking news for you. Perhaps you'd better 

sit dov/n. 

As a new \7 a rthog devotee and Polipix Editor, I have found some 
horrible news out here on the west coast. It is quite shocking and 
horrible, not to mention hurtful, obnoxious, sinister, destructive, 
dreadful, foul, rotten, putred, mean, wretched, pathetic, grievous, 
deplorable, woeful, evil, nefarious, reprehensible, wicked, repugnant 
abominable (not snowman), abhorrent, revolting, repulsive, disgusting 
odious, detestable, accursed, diabolical, devilish, vicious, and down 
right nastily unhealthy. 

It has come to my attention that Dale City is relatively close 
to our nation's capital. And the Washington Redskins football team 
resides, interestingly enough, in Washington D. C. They have nicknsasd 
the offensive line the "Hogs", which is obviously shortened from 
Warthogs. An off shoot of Dale City, I'm sure. 

This past month, the Washington Redskin W a rthogs lost a game to 
the evil San Francisco team. Losing is nothing new to us Warthogs. 

But at this "game" in San Francisco, there was obviously a duati; 

threat (see photo below). This should not be confused with any Bruce 
Linsey death threat. In fact, I specifically asked the people in the 
grandstands if they knew Bruce Linsey and they did not. Or so they 
claimed. I checked the entire stadium and found none of the known 
Bruce Linsey adversaries. Not one of the hundreds of people who have 
put out a contract on Linsey were within 1+0 miles of Candlestick Park 

So I am left to believe that this Warthog death threat was aims 
at the Washington Redskin Warthogs. Apparently it scared them enough 
to lose 37-27. 

I now nominate myself to be death threat guardian for the entir 
hobby. I will number all death threats and track their progress. P.; 
note the camera readiness below. 

Thank you for your support. I am, Sincerely yours, 

Doug Brown 



[Ed. : You will retrain ^rom tubmitting tuch obtcene photo* in the future. Thit one. is 
being printed in the public interest bat we will not make it a practice to depict our 
hog brothers in a decapitated and apple- stuped t tote. Shamzfiul. It is easy to tee 
that you are a novice to megaViplomacy to I will only gently remind you that we have 
" f custodians ," not " guardians . " Oh, there may be a hatchet man on. two around but we 
won't name any names, like Bruce on Mark ok even Ed. Thexe ane many, many very old 
men in this hobby who have put in years at shaping VipVom to their liking and a mere 
whippersnappeA like you it>n't going to come along and snatch a coveted custodianship 
jutt tike that. Pay youn due* and don't call, ut, we'll call you...) 

From Bruce Poppe 

In re Feudette: not bad, though I'll manage to do without it in the 
iutwte. IFENSA, hunh? Hee, heel) (Good ttu$.) any how, the fteal compelling reason 
to get Politest e it> HavaGame. The rest is, icing on the HavaGame cake. 

led: Our correspondent hold* high o^ice in Maryland MEWSA-- diplomacy Special Interest 
Group. ) 

From Conrad Mint hall 

J don't think I'll be. requiring Politeste anymore. But I would 
like Feudette. (ed: one man' t meat...) 

Thit tummer, the last time. 1 checked, photocopying in auttin went as low at, 2\$ 
peA page {$1.25 minimum). Considering the tize oh PP. metAoplex. . .peAha.pt> you're 
getting ripped ofifi? led: Hey, thit> ain't no cow town! VC it Aight up there neon. 
Botton and San Ffian in termt o\ cott o& living. I've been to a dozen place* neon, 
home and work looking &or a better deal. They ttart here at 10$ I page £or no minimum 
and go down with quantity. There one a lot o{ quickie ohfatet placet and it't about the 
tame at photocopying i£_ you can tell a hundred copies. 1 atked Gfieg Ellit ofi Kuttin 
acbut the 2%$; he payt 15$! But he taid the lower price is available on tale with 
cheap papeA. There' t no justice; anybody know any gamesters in VC with photocopying 
privileget f ) 

I don't know how you can ttand Peel-- hit novice package it the best ttu^ I've 
teen in a ' zine. Why aren't you jealout? led: Tkit it a quati-tocialittic organization, 
remember? We all pull together £or the good ofa the group, in.ee o^ personal rivalries 
and jealousies, committed to WARTHOG, and WARTHOG alone.. But easy on the compliments, 
okay? Ken it already talking about taking "Bett Writer" in the Playert' Poll.) 

It ture would be nice i& there were jutt one tke.ptA.cal inquirer, jutt one publisher 
digging into the Lintey /Byrne £eud w/o heavily tlanting the ittue one way or the other. 
Vet, wouldn't that be nice.? led: Great idea! A Byrne/ Lintey Feud Cuttodian! I'll 
bet Doug Brown would like that job. Bruce hat called me up a couple timet, trying to 
recruit me and pointing out what a great guy he it faor not printing anything about a 
certain female person' t drinking habits. 0& course, he has no compunctions about 
tpreading tuch tales via telephonic device [easier to deny later, I tuppote, no mesty 
evidence around) . 1 have my own disagreements with Bruce but I really think he did 
High^ield dirty and 1 don't believe hit explanation. On Kathy, he thould never have 
come out with that allegation about her threatening to declare his games irregular. 
This was an attack on the integrity ofa a Hobby institution and he had no proo\ to back 
it up. Moreover, it't ridiculous! Ifi Kathy had tried to declare hit games irregular, 
it would have cauted an incredible uproar and perhapt destroyed the Bhlt altogether. 
Kathy has put in months at BNC. Voet it make tente that the would then do tomething 
that might destroy the very institution the worked to preterve? Ofi course, we cannot 
read Bruce' t mind. . .but we can apply rational analytit and draw in^erencet. We know 
that Bruce wrote in VV that he thought the Bhlt were unimportant. Pretumably he 
wouldn't mind ifi they were destroyed, along with one ofi his longtime enemies...) Some 
o& your Lintey humor is &unny-- but much ofi it teemt to only thinly hide ttrong faeelingt 



and thai, falli flat, (ed: Wall, you neally know how to hunt a pemon. Vexhapi 
iomeday, when you one alone, with youn comclence In the dank of the. night, you will 
iuddenly Ke.ali.ze. how many people you have, hunt with youn Imeniate needling. . .oh, 
excuie me., what I meant to iay li, yei, despite. Bnuce'i contlual pn.oteMtjxtA.om> to the. 
contnany, I do itxongly object to hli megaVlplomatic tactics, to the. point of feting 
a touch of nauiea whe.ne.veA I happen to glance, at the. initials BL on VoV. But the. 
molly iexloui pant of youn comment deali with flat human. I gueii the. ihow of Reeling 
ipolli the. human by impantlng too iexloui a tone.? On one. you a cloiet Voomee? See 
8-tad trillion' i letten about the. nellih.) 

fnom Bnad WULion 

Ignone Olien'i pontificating agalmt iupexlon authority. Bob' i a 
natunal-bonn txoublemaken. In thii cote., he.'* looking to exploit you with hi* bad jokei. 
Take. itxong action against hli whining and canplng, but ilnce he. ii_ on the. Light Side., 
(ed: Whene'd he. get the. nickname. "Pudge." If he.' i tight?) be. nice.. If you don't act ioon, 
he,' 11 plague, you with lettem like. he. doei "Muffin" Bynne. And that' i a fate almost ah 
bad ah getting lettexi fnom WalkexW 

On itialken: Since. I don not get VW, and don't lnte.nd to-- coiti too much fon what 
you get-- I did not iee the. offending plug! nevlew of Enewhon. Howevex, It itxlkei me. at, 
blatant ielf- honnblowlng and an awfully clumiy move, by a usually iuave opexaton. But 
of coume, iX all comei down to Intent. If Rod neally wai itaxting a ienlei, and juit 
happened to choose. hli own zlne, then we. may fault him fon a iexloui enxon of judgement 
[I.e.., chooilng hid own zlne.) but he' i Innocent of malice. I 'ielf-pnomotlon I conflict- of- 
Intexeit. If, ai you ieem to Imply with youn "why wasn't It labeled a ienlei" nemank, 
Rod dellbexately iet out to pnomote himielf to a captive, audience., then we. can pnove 
a blatant attempt at ielf-pnomotion that colli Into queAtlon Rod' i impantlallty oa VW 
edlton and hli fltneii to continue, oa edlton (on "cuAtodlan" If that iulti iomeone h~ettex. ) 

Rod' 4 attempt to point out the. "lne.ffe.ctlve.neAt>" of the. antlcle (youn wond) Ia 
dlA tnge.no ui , of coume, oa you bay. If I tny to ihoot you and my gun doein't wonk, the. 
malice, of Intent nemalnA. And you neatly deAtnoy Rod' i> economic axgument, alio accuxately, 
If with a bit too much nellih. (ed: Agneed. I've made an effont to hold the nellih iome 
thiA liiue. What can I i ay? I had him by the balli and I couldn't neAiAt squeezing. 
In txuth, I wai outxaged by hlA opponent attempt to pull the wool oven the eyeA of my 
neadeXA. We may not be uppex-cnuAt, weit coait Intellectuali with a love fon openo and 
extensive knowledge of the bible, but Rod'i feceA imelli the iame oi> anybody' i.) 

What It comei down to li> how fait we' ne willing to queitlon Rod' i motlvei fon the 
Enewhon plug. It woi at the leait juit itupld and at womt total ielf- aggnandlzement. 
I'm not iuxe I'd jump to youn aaumptlon (I'm not ioylng you "jumped" to It) that Rod'i 
motlvei wexe iuipect; but i£ they went , then you' ne abiolutely night to take him ievexely 
to taik. But, oi I iald, Rod could have avoided the whole ugly Incident by uilng bettex 
judgement. See what a little thinking can do fon ui humani? (ed: I don't place ai much 
impontance ai you do on whethex thii wai the itant of a iexlei on not. I juit think 
Rod Iniulted ui by making a big deal out of how Vlp Wonld li a Hobby iexvlce and how 
we ihould iuppont It-- and then tanning night axound and uilng thii public ienvlce to 
pnomote hii pnlvate waxei . ) 

Ai fon Vlpcon S1-S2 and Bench, I've not ieen thoie lettem. But I itxongly dliagnee 
with any effont to keep thoie lettem quiet on iecnet. (ed: Hean, heaxll Thii 
conneipondence li a necond of the wonk of the commltX.ee and VlpVom ihould not be 
pnevented fnom examining that necond. ) Howhene In the Chantex doei It iay that the 
VlpCon committee li to act ai iome type of Stan Chambex, liolated, Incommunicado, and 
behind cloied doom. Appanently, ai you and othem have iald In the pait, thexe' i 
iomethlng a little hot in thoie lettem. If It' i nelevant to today' i hobby, ai you 
Imply, then thexe ihould be a totally fnee, open and vlgonoui dlicuiilon of thoie lettem. 
Mow how about pnlntlng that ituff? 

(ed: continued aftex the Bnux t-ihlnt offex a few 
pagei hence) 



SPECIAL OFFER ! ! ! 



FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY! ! ! 



TO MY FELLOW MEMBERS OF DIPDOM'S ELITE: 

You all know me. My name is Quark L. Berch. Many of you 
may know me from my zine, Diplomacy Indigestion . Many of you may 
know me from the many letters I have written to Diplomacy zines io 
support Bruce Linsey's positions. Many of you may know me from 
my articles for Di plom acy Wor 1 d . And one or two of you may even 
have encountered me in my game. To all I give greetings. 

As most of you know, I have been retained by Mr. Bruce 
Linsey to defend him against sundry scurillous accusations made 
against him. These accusations have come from certain mentally- 
unbalanced elements of the hobby, including, but not limited to, 
crooked GM's, thieving publishers, short loud women who snarl in 
sharp New York accents, the next Jack Masters and the next Jack 
Masters after him, unethical publishers who have refused my right 
of 40-page reply, vicious nasty Boardman Number Custodians who 
won't do things our way, and others whose marked mental 
deterioration has been a source of grave concern to us all. I 
would like to state publically at this time that I believe every 
single word of what Mr. Linsey has said in his own defense, 
except for those times when he has admitted to what he has been 
accused of. Obviously, those confessions must have been coerced, 
and they don't count. 

But I have asked myself, what can I do for Bruce, other than 
putting my own reputation, which is near 1 y as unsullied as his, 
on the line? Is there not some act of faith which will prove my 
total sincerity despite what might be read in the Hexagon Papers? 

At last I have come up with something, and I want you to 
understand that this proof of my faith and sincerity is the 
highest accolade I can give my friend and client, Bruce Linsey. 

I believe in Brux. And I know that you agree with me, since 
otherwise you'll soon be run out of the hobby. It is for this 
reason that I am offering you, for a limited time only, a FREE "I 
believe in Brux" T-shirt. I expect no payment of any kind for 
these shirts; they are my tribute to Brux. All I want from you 
is a regular-size SASE (those ordering "Xtra-large" please use a 
legal size envelope). In return you will receive, absolutely 
FREE, an "I believe in Brux" T-shirt, and it will be worth every 
penny you pay for it too. These shirts are available with a 
variety of inspirational messages (see order form), or you may 
compose your own message of support for Brux. Please limit the 
message to !5 words total, or if your name is Berch, to 50,000 
words not including footnotes. 

In addition, the first 100 Dippers to take advantage of this 
offer will receive, in the same envelope, "The Collected Death 
Threats of William S. Highfield, John H. Masters, Kathleen Byrne, 
John Caruso and God Only Knows Who Else" absolutely free ! ! ! So 
don't hesitate! Fill out that form and send it in today! 



" I BELIEVE IN BRUM" T — SHIRT 
ORDER FORM 



Size 



0 Small 

0 Medium 

0 Large 

0 Xtra-Large 



MESSAGE DESIRED (check only one) 

0 "No matter what the e v i dence . . . I believe in Brux" 

0 "I believe in Brux because Brux believes in Berch" 

0 "Any number of witnesses can't be right... I believe in Brux" 

0 "Keep Dipdom dirty... I believe in Brux" 

0 "I believe in Brux... and communist robots from the planet 

Gorgon " 

0 "Destroy a hobbyist today... I believe in Brux" 

0 "I'll believe any th ing . . .so I believe in Brux" 

0 "I believe in Brux ... 1 984 ' s Minister of Truth" 

0 "The In-Six: love them or be destroyed. I believe in Brux! 

0 "Have you busted a novice today? I believe in Brux" 

0 "Tretick lives! I believe in Brux!" 

0 (your message) 

Send this form to: 
Quark L. Berch 
Nai 1 ' er Place 
Alexandria VA 



nonNotfon.PnA.nt { continued, with Bnad Wtlion) 

The. iatin.e. Walkex in SK wai vi.CA.ouM, biting, incAiive., and fanny, li 
youn. middle, name. Swifa?? In ih~on.t, it wai what good iatoie. ihould be.. Hope. Rod 
ie.e.i it that way. [Want to txy youn. hand at Bn.ux ne.xt?) [e.d: No way! Linity 
play* fan. ke.e.pi . ) 

The. iatin.e. ofa Vavii wain' t quite. ai good, bat tke.n he.' & haxdex to lampoon, 
not be.ing at, visible., calon.faJL, vexboie. and pompous ai Walkex. 

T-fiom Steve. Hutton 

Add me. to the. Hit 0j$ people, who didn't know i^ you faldtd on 
not. [e.d: you ily iocial cLimbex, you! 0K-- Haxk Bexck, Steve Hutton, Bnuce. 
Livu,e.y. At leait you didn't oik fan. a n.e.fand.) Youn. LatLnBaihing wai bnJJJLiant. 
Why did you have, to beat me. into pnjjnt? [e.d: I'm vexy good at iatinlzing 
de.ad languages. It juit occuxxzd to me. how appn.opn.iate. it ii that Latin ti the. 
tpitaphical language- o fa choice, fan. Hobby Old Faxti [oopi-- too much n.etiih!) and 
too gn.oa a wonA construction!) - Voun. " confade.ntial" play ieemed vexy chzap. 
[e.d: It had ve.n.y limited diitxibution and, thai, wot, quite, ine.xpe.mivz. And 
it wai itxaight faom the. donkzyi' moutki.) Alio, in fzudzii, you ie.eme.d ve.n.y 
piAizd oil pe.nJ>onally. Why? And, will you ge.t btttex ioon? [e.d: Maybe, thti 
tiiue. will hzlp aniwzn. youn. quej>tioni . Axe. you not a littlz annoyzd to be. txzate.d 
io dxzggiihly by the. Committzz o& 1/2/3?) 



THE L^UJ OF BERCH 

translated from the. Berchian by Bob Olsen 



Bruce Linsey is my shepherd; I shall not think. 

He maketh me to walk the path of controversy, for controversy's 
sake . 

He smiteth the evil ones, the un-be 1 i evers , 

The Leeder Poll winners, the Boardman Number Custodians, the women; 

He destroyeth mine enemies; and better yet, 

He telleth me that my every word is correct and brilliant, 

Though I be the veriest lackwit. 

I getteth my jollies watching him destroy the innocents; 

With mighty blows he disrupteth the personal lives. 

He teacheth me new ways to save on long-distance phone calls; 

He relateth fascinating lore of mysterious death threats; 

Yet he exacteth tribute from me, his obedient servant. 

I must exalt the sacred holy word of Bruce Linsey above that of any 

number of other people, 
Yea, though they be ten, or ten score, or ten million in number. 
I convert my zine to his good work of slander; 
My hypocrisy and moral cowardice stand revealed before the 

multitudes; 

I work my pretend-lawyer phony jerkoff miracles in his name; 
My verbal obfuscations rise like holy incense at his altar. 
And though my pedantic fatuities know no end, I shall not fear, 
Because Bruce Linsey and I run tfojis hobby, 

And anybody who gets in our way shall surely go the way of 
Highf ield, 

And Masters, and Arnett, and all the rest. 

And though we have to destroy Dipdom in order to save it, 

Yet will there always be those who will worship us; 

For according to the prophet Barnum, 

One of those is born every minute. 

For which I give thanks, in the name of Bruce Linsey, 
Novicebuster , BNCbuster, f r i endbuster , 
Hobbybuster. 
Amen . 



nonNotFonPnint [continu&d) 
Ffiom Scott Hanson 

I'm neatly pnoud my&e.l{. I neatly am out o& touch with the. 
Dtp hobby-- on at least the, wonst pants o& it. 90% o& Vzudesi,e was about Atu.^ 
I didn't know about, (ed; The. South Coast Clique de.pe.ndi> on ignonance and 
apathy to accomplish its vital wonk. } But, hzy, ke,e.p sending it. 1^ I'm going 
to n.ead pen&onal attacks, thzy may as well be. witty and wetl wnitttn. . . (ed: 
It t>eemt> that any cniticism o& any kind gets labeled a "personal attack." I 
think the wonk o^ the committee beans tome hcnutiny. And Vavis, Linsey and 
Walken de.6e.we. a ^eiw knocks ^on thein vanious nasties.) 



ESSE PUBLICATIONS, LTV. 
Axlington, {/ixginia 



My deax as paving wxitex, 

Thank you so much fiox taking the -tome to poux youx hopes, dxeams, blood, 
sweat and teaxs into a tittle. envelope and entxusting them to the. tendex 
minis tn.ati.ons o& the.- United States Postal Sexvice. You xeally one. vexy 
foolish. 

You see, we hexe at Esse tie.ceA.vz litexatty millions o& submissions evexy 
month faxom laxge, amoKphous , slow-witted cne.atiih.ej>, Such as youxselfi, 
who could kaxdly tell a Podexkagg ^xom a Pontoonia, and could nevex 
possibly pen anything woxth one. moment* s ofa qua time.. And those that we. 
do not xeceive axe., to coin a geopolitical fantasy, "lost in the. mail," 
a convenient late which we alio xesexve &ox paxticulaxly ingxatious 
pieces oi coxxespondence. We cannot xeally tell you whetkex youx own 
missive wa6 classified -bach until you alledge that you i>ent something, 
at which point it will be too late. . . 

In view of the above, and the fact that you failed to include a von Metzke 
method SASP, we axe unable to xetuxn youx mss . unto you, de gustibum tuff 
tookus . Howevex, in concext with oux long- established, txaditional and 
intxactable policy of the past IS yeaxs, at least, we axe foxwaxding' youx 
piece to oux sistex oxganization, Pandemonium Publications, fox xejection, 
undex sepaxate covex. 



Sincexely youxs, 



In self-impoxtance, 




Edwaxd Wxobel 
Head Honcko 



cc: Kenneth Peel 
Eiguxative Head 



Pandemonium Publications 



THE VOICE OF" DOOM TRIVIA TEST 

by Bob Olsen 



Many fascinating tidbits await the reader of back issues of 
Voice of Doom . Admittedly, it's a rather depressing task to see 
all the people who have been discarded in the Quest for 
Controversy, and yet, there's a certain repellent fascination as 
well. Hobby Old Guard types will know the answers to these 
relatively easy questions. Do you? 

1. Bruce Linsey: "I haven't offered any 'documented proof of my 

side of the story because there is none. The stuff he and 

I differ on took place in conversations, making it impossible to 
prove." Q: Who in the world can Bruce be talking about here? 

2. Bruce Linsey: " I have had occasion recently to discover that 
can be very generous and caring toward someone she likes. 

Consider the BRUX- feud over. Permanently." Q: Again, 

who in the world? 

3. How many player resignations occurred in VOD as a result of 
the "Black Hole Affair"? Which players resigned, from which 
games? 

4. Mark Berch: "If he didn't like you, he would just start 
making up stories about you. He was extremely generous in 
distributing samples—he specialized in getting the addresses of 
people new to the hobby, and deluging them with sample copies. 
These people heard the charges — but not the denials, particularly 
if they got only 2 or 3 zines— which is not uncommon." Who is ^ 
Mark talking about here? Hint: despite appearances it is not 
Bruce Linsey. 

5. Bruce Linsey: " may or may not hold your secrets in 

confidence, he may invent 'quotes' or stories about you if he 
chooses, and... things that he says about other people are not 
necessarily the truth ... bl atant disregard for the most minimal 
standard of ethics." Bruce was not writing an autobiography 
here; to whom was he referring? 

6. Who was the first person ever attacked in Voice o f Doom? 

7. What former Boardman Number Custodian was attacked by Bruce 
Linsey for offering (the game was never played) to guest GM in a 
zine Linsey did not approve of? 

8. Bruce Linsey: "I do not recommend that anyone do business 

with as I consider him dishonest. Details available upon 

request." (Note-" the 'details' are to be found in question 1). 
Again, who's the subject? (This is an easy one!) 

9. Match the snippet of constructive criticism in column A with 
the fortunate recipient in column B. 

A. B. 

"senile-sounding nut ... total ly Bernie Oaklyn 
lacking upstairs" 

"either desperate, or stupid, or both" Kathy Byrne 

"thief" John Caruso 

"guilty of lying about me" Richard Kovalcik 

"meanness and viciousness" John Boardman 



10. Who was the first person to refer to killing people ('death 
threat") in VOD? 



11. Who said, "Do everything Alex tells ya, or I'll kill ya, 
OK?" 

12. How many consecutive Boardman Number Custodians have been 
blasted, at one time or another, by Bruce Linsey? 

13. Which of the following zines has not been subjected to 
"constructive criticism" by Bruce Lirfey because of lateness: 

a) Retal iation 

b) North Sealth West George 

c) Erehwon 



(ed: It -ci my undeAAia.ndA.nQ that the. winneju ie.ceA.ve. a jjrt.ee kubbviiption to 
Voice, oi doom.) [Don't peak.') 
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_'.;ig i:: '. 3u 0 sine puo.Lia oion, c.ccic peo. po am s cussing' Lrteri'i v".".ic.i 
-.p ->ears in the parent zine, Peu^esse. Bhe ec.it or of coir:asiT& in this Bine 
publication -.Till be none other than John Caruso. 

I -aim: to thank 3d Jrobel for allowing Bcuaette to -p^err here in his 
journal of excellence, ?eudesse « I'm proud to he a part of the tea,m Be. 

In the 1st issue, many interesting natters v;ere brought up, natters of 
which a. £reat deal of import?. nee lies, Things like postage clue mail, r ncl 
vhether or not one should accept and pay for items which -re postage cue. 
'/Art -lso brings us to the problem of who should, be ultimately responcible 
to gay for such a breach of conf id.entir.lity. logic dictrtes that the sender 
should reimburse the recipient. But aha J This is diplomacy, pn€. vton one 
is dealing in : uch intricit matters, one must remember the CCI.BBB AO; 
I'kat is, logic foes out the window, and that you, as the averape hob; 
has no right to expect reimbursement from such people mho are so fmsoui 
v ark Perch or Bruce Linsey, or as busy as these people are. Note, I'm not 
inferring that hark or Bruce send postage due material, nor am I trying to 
suggest that they v/oulcln't offer reimbursement, • uite the contrary, 1 > rlc 
once reimbursed me £<?• (or v/as it 30) of a postage clue letter that he had 
sent to me. Its just that they are 2 of the most recognisable names that 
one can lump together (in a BLIND LOOh'STBP), or th-t can be easily e-uated 
to as very busy, and that they're famous. 

This also brings up another area of importance. Sub balances, Suppose 
a. sine runs 8Ca an issue, and a subber only has a 20a balance. Is the 
publisher obliged to send the entire issue, even tho the subber may not 
reimburse him, and he is losing- money on the issue already, at the Cc 
price*? Or should the subber send an additional 60p? Again, v;e come to the 
CTB1BBB -./-.GB BULB, v/hich states- if you owe a big; shot an issue, (you know, 
a. hark Berch or Bruce Linsey type- for an example) , you are obliged to 
follow whatever policy it is that they tell you must be followed. If you 
send the entire issue, they assume you are being; g-enerous , and say nothing- 
more of it. Boa/ever, should you send only part of the zine, you will be 
labelled, all sorts of good, names, and. demands will mr.de upon your life 
and a lien placed on your wages, until such time that you 'give for free* 
the entire issue of the zine, that the 'biggie' a/as not entitled to. 

.'.mother important issue brought up in the last Beuclesse deals with 
whether it is ethical practice to reprint your own phone bill to prove 
that you did indeed make a. phone call. Especially when you're being clmll- 
eng-ecl to have never made the phone ca,ll in the 1st pla ce , The COLDBIT ACwi 
BULB -lso covers this, and. states- a person can not prove that someone 
didn't break into his house while he was at v;ork and rake the phone call, 02 
that the person isn't v/orhing' in cahoots with the phone company to pla ce 
an extra, call on the phone bill, in order to win his point, even if 
'.'lleged call were to cost over SlCO. 



There are aany important issues raised is Beuclesse hi, but we do not 
wish to 'wear you out' with this uemoribilia,, all at once. 

Bowever, there "'as one other issue of great importance, and that being' 
the Bipcongate, Ad. Com. BipOon papers. The Charter of the BipOon Society 
states that the Committee is only doing' the work of preparing the Bipcon 
betwe:n the Bipcons. They are the chosen members, by the Society, to do the 
work for the Bipcon and the Society, and as such, are answerable to the 
Jocicty, at large. I do not feel a persons right to knew can be denied, 
especially if the person(s) have selected those who -re doing' the work for 
them. There is, (cr should I --my shouldn't be) , any reason to keep secretive, 



— tters oertaininr to the organising of the DipOon -Tor tlie constituents to. 
en i : ,-, ,.nd if the -eople wish to know what is g oing' on, or wh~t --exit on, 
the information should .be readily available to them. 

C-ice rrain, it arr-errs that :>rk herch is up to his -proverbial ears in 
5-n other bixidom, important issue. And no, it is not because he's co short, 
either. However, I'n sure that krrk will agree with both 3d and I on this 
one, and realise that Di^Con date, is hobbyvi.de material, ::nd should not be 
restricted by superf ilious , and artificial labels of conf identi? lity, v:here 
none should exist. Everyone hasarifht to hnov: just ho v.- Dipcon should be run, 
and how it was run, if for no other reason, to learn something new. A 
broadening of horizons if you vd.ll. 

I have a g reat ceal more to discuss, and v/ill do so in future issues of 
Jeudette . But for now, I'll be signing- off. I have to reread the Dip con 
pa-oers, so I can braqden my horizons, and be better prepared for the up- 
coming; discussions on the do's and don* -6 for setting; up a successful Dip Con. 

"Bye for now. Take care ....... 

PS: I refuse to give you my bosses name, address 

still receive ?eudesse and send a sub sine to Feudesse for puolicaxxonr 

(ed: Sony, John, but ion. A&cwUty H.zcu>oru>, uoz mutt have, a, i>ound method oi pe.M>ucu>ion 
a.vaU.ablz ion. &a.ch nzasLvi. ) 




Ed Wftobzl 
PO Box 3463 
AuLLngton, l/A 22203 



